Recession
Brings Increase in
Library Usage

2008 proved to be a difficult year for the
economy, but one thing that is not on the
decline during this recession is library usage.
Public libraries throughout the country
experienced a surge in demand for their services
during the latter months of the year. According
to the Wall Street Journal, “Libraries across the
country are reporting jumps in attendance of
as much as 65% over the past year, as newly
unemployed people flock to branches to fill out
resumes and scan ads for job listings.”

The Library District quickly responded to the
increased demand for computers. According

to executive director Tom Lawrence, “We
increased the number of public computers at
the Arlington Branch Library and increased

the bandwidth at both libraries”” The Library
District is changing the way we serve the public
to ensure that, as hard economic times continue,
we can provide a “soft spot” for the public to
land and uncover new strategies to get through
the recession.

Battle of the Books

In September, the Library District’s team took
second place at the annual Mid-Hudson Library
System’s Regional Battle of the Books. This is a
nationally recognized literature contest in which
students in grades 6-9 answer trivia questions
based on specific books they have read. Fifteen
area libraries competed this year. Youth Services
Librarian Beth Zambito congratulated the Book
Talkers on their amazing performance and
hoped that these and more eligible tweens will
join her in 2009 for another battle!

Seniors to Benefit
from Generous Gif't

In May of 2008, the Library District was
saddened by the news that Mabel “Candee”
Marcotte had passed away. Ms. Marcotte was

a former librarian who supported our local
libraries throughout her life and who, thanks

to a provision in her will, had ensured that her
support will continue for years to come. In
October, the Library District was informed that
Ms. Marcotte had included PPLD in her will
and that the interim distribution from her estate
would be the very generous sum of $157,500.

Since Mrs. Marcotte has especially enjoyed the
library through her later years, she requested
that this gift should be used to benefit seniors
in particular. PPLD director Tom Lawrence
expressed his profound gratitude to Gregory
Marcotte, Mrs. Marcotte’s son and the executor
of her estate.
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2008 Financials

Revenue
Real Property Taxes & PILOT Payments  $3,376,772
Dutchess County i 152790,
Library Charges 52,084
Annual Fund 31,150
Grants 76,487
State Add e, 286,239
Interest and Barnings 30407
Miscellaneous oo L1830
Interfund Transfers 38,000
Total Revenue $4,114,688
Expenditures
Salaries & Wages $2,160,050
Benefits 769,006

Total Expenditures $4,133,811
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